
The Port in Late Summer

Over August and September 31 cargo ships arrived at ABP’s Port of King’s Lynn and 30 departed, with 14 and another 14 in ballast respectively.  Its seaborne trade has almost all been with continental Europe and Iceland as well as the British Isles since the 12th century.
Timber from Scandinavia and the Baltic has been imported unto Lynn for centuries and this traffic remains significant.  There was a single full cargo from the Baltic.  The Fri Tide departed Riga in Latvia and arrived at Lynn on 31 August to discharge its load.  A part cargo of timber was landed by the Skagern which had sailed from the Swedish inland port of Kristinehamn.
Six part cargoes arrived from other English ports where ships had already discharged timber from Europe: Hull (3), Seaham (2) and Shoreham (1).
Salt in bulk or bagged has become a regular import from the Netherlands and Germany and new storage facilities are being bult alongside Bentinck Dock.  There were three shipments from the German Baltic port of Wismar carried by the Fluvius Otter (2) and the Eems Spirit.  Two more consignment from Harlingen on the north Dutch coast were landed by the Eems Spirit and Eems Servant.
The Ferro and Plato transported coke from Gdynia which is a Polish port on the Baltic.  The cargoes were destined for Wissington sugar beet factory.
Under the heading of “project cargo” the Wilson Elbe carried a transformer to Lynn from Schiedam in south Holland; it will probably be installed in a wind farm sub-station.
During August and September the usual staple commodities were shipped from Lynn.  There were six cargoes of malt barley which vessels took coastwise to Scotland.  Four ships had the small port of Buckie on the Moray Forth as their destination.   The Victress carried two full cargoes of malt barley to Port Ellen on Scotland’s west coast.  The Baltic Wind transported a sixth on the short sea voyage to Dordrecht in the Netherlands.
ABP’s ports around Britian play a leading role in promoting coastal shipping which reduces the heavy traffic on the roads.  Into the early 19th century trade between Lynn and Scotland as well as the North East of England employed hundreds of vessels.
The still substantial mini mountain of scrap metal on Bentinck Dock was diminished by loads taken by three ships to Amsterdam (2) and Bonnieres (1) which is a small port on the river Seine up river from Paris.
Beans from the farmlands of eastern England were once again exported from our Wash port to Norway. The Wilson Avonmouth sailed to Floro on its west coast.  The Wilson Wisla and Wilson Elbe carried loads to the port of Egersund which was once the largest fishing port in Norway. These three sister general cargo ships are currently sailing under the flag of Barbados.
Sugar beet pulp product (SBPP) is used in the making of animal feed (including sheep, cows and horses).  Two ships transported cargoes to the Irish ports of Waterford and Londonderry.  A third load was carried by the Rix Explorer to Frederica which is in south-east Jutland (Denmark).  State subsidies after 1918 encouraged sugar beet cultivation in East Anglia and factories were built in several towns including Lynn.
Safe navigation of shipping in and out of our Wash port and the maintenance of buoys in the Wash is the responsibility of the King’s Lynn Conservancy Board (KLCB) which runs two pilot boats as well as other vessels.  It is a Trust Port (self – financing and non-profit making) and works in partnership with Associated British Ports (APB) which owns and operates the two enclosed docks and Riverside Quay.  
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